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Grand Knight’s Letter 
My Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

 

October was a very exciting and eventful month. We either had something 

happening at the Council or our Brother Knights were out volunteering. If you 

missed any of these events, don’t worry, the best is yet to come. 

 

First and foremost, I would like to congratulate Sir Knight Edward Van Ol-

phen and Sir Knight Cal Matranga on becoming 4th Degree members, along 

with myself this past October. The Fourth Degree was very informative and 

moving, and I urge any Brother Knight who has thought about becoming 

fourth degree, to go ahead and take the pledge. You will not regret it! 

The Ladies of Columbus are one of the biggest back bones that I have as 

Grand Knight. Some events would not be as successful or long lasting, if it 

weren’t for the Ladies. I really do appreciate their help, support, and ideas for 

keeping our Council running. I cannot thank just one individual from the La-

dies, as they are a team and work alongside our Brothers to broaden our 

reach to the community. Thank you Ladies of Columbus, you truly are a won-

derful group. 

 

One of our mission statements as the Knights of Columbus is to promote Ca-

tholicism and strengthen our relationship with Christ, our Lord, and our com-

munities. The best way we can do that is by recruiting members and being 

mentors to our new members. We are bringing in these men to enlighten 

their lives and grow the order. More importantly we are recruiting members to 

strengthen the Catholic religion in these difficult times. We may have recruit-

ment drives, but every day is always a day that we can recruit a member. 

 

Thank you to all of my brothers and sisters for everything that you do. I ap-

preciate your support and patience. 

 

Vivat Jesus! 

Grand Knight, 

Jacob Edward van Olphen 

Use your smartphone camera to scan the QR code and link to our Facebook page!  Make sure to LIKE US! 
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Contact Us 

Give us a call for more 

information about our Hall 

and Garden rentals and 

council events.  

Father Maguire      

Council #3851 

4315 N. Vincent Avenue 

Covina, CA 91722 

(626) 960-6990 

Visit us on the web at 

www.kofc3851.org 

Follow Us at Facebook 

 

 

The Degree! 

2018 is almost over and 

we continue to improve 

and update the revised 

edition of the Degree 

newsletter for the Father 

Maguire Council! 

I will continue to work on 

improving our newsletter 

and any contributions or 

submission would be ap-

preciated. 

Thanks! 

Victor Varela 

Editor 

 

Past Grand Knights 
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MICHAEL BURTON  * 1954-1955 

HENRY RYNICKI * 1955-1956 

ALAN FITZGERALD  * 1956-1957 

H. “MIKE” JENKINS * 1957-1958 

HANK GENDRON  * 1958-1959  

JOSEPH VISOSKY * 1959-1960 

“BOGIE” BROUCKAERT * 1960-1961 

WILLIAM WEIDERHOLT * 1961-1962  

JOSEPH WALSH  * 1962-1963 

JEAN POULIN  * 1963-1964 

JAMES HOULIHAN  * 1964-1965 

WILLIAM WITZLSTEINER  * 1965-1966 

E. R. “ERNIE” NEAULT  * 1966-1968 

WILLIAM “BILL” SHRIVER  * 1968-1969 

JOHN “JACK” ALTIERI  * 1969-1970 

ROBERT KENNERKNECHT* 1970-1971 

WILLIAM WITZISTEINER  * 1971-1972 

EARL CAMERON * 1972-1973 

HARVEY SIMPSON 1973-1974 

MARTIN ROSSNEY  * 1974-1975 

JACK BERTINI  * 1975-1976 

ANDREW CARPENTER  * 1976-1977 

ALBERT “AL” PINCIN  * 1977-1978 

JACK BEAUCHAMP 1978-1979 

L. J. “LOU” LA CROIX * 1979-1980 

RALPH MONACO* 1980-1981 

JACK BERTINI  * 1981-1982 

JOHN LEWIS  * 1982-1983 

CHARLES “CHUCK” GOVER 1983-1984 

JOHN HAYES * 1984-1985 

DAN RIDDLE  * 1985-1986 

VINCENT “VINCE” LICORNI  * 1986-1987 

DARRELL SCHOLL 1987-1988 

ROBERT “BOB” BOHANON 1988-1990 

VINCENT “VINCE” LICORNI  * 1990-1991 

F. DONALD “DON” GACEVICH 1991-1992 

ALBERT J. “AL”  YERKISH * 1992-1993 

ARLAN J. GOETZ* 1993-1994 

RALPH A. CASTRO, SR. * 1994-1995 

GILBERT GONZALES, SR. 1995-1996 

R. EUGENE HAYS, SR. 1996-1997 

GEORGE H. PRESLEY 1997-1998 

JAMES A. MUNOZ 1998-1999 

ADAM R. TREVINO 1999-2000 

ROBERT GERARDO * 2000-2001 

RICHARD I. DELGADO 2001-2002 

KARL E. FREY 2002-2003 

MARK J. CONCIALDI 2003-2004 

ANTHONY M. LANDRY 2004-2005 

STEPHEN M. JOHNSON 2005-2006 

ANDREW M. RUIZ 2006-2007 

ERNEST A. CLARK III 2007-2008  

RAFAEL EVANGELISTA 2008-2009 

MANUEL JARAMILLO 2009-2010 

LOUIS PEÑA 2010-2011 

ROBERT NELSON 2011-2012 

LARRY DIETZ 2012-2013 

TOM MASTERSON 2013-2014 

OSCAR SUQUETT 2014-2015 

GENE HAYS JR., 2015-2016 

JAMES HATHAWAY 2016-2017 

ED VAN  OLPHEN 2017-2018 

* Deceased 
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This month’s Knight of the Month goes out to a brother who’s been a Grand Knight, a Faithful Navigator, a Chapter Presi-

dent, and much more. Amongst all the Brothers, this Knight has been a mentor to all, and a big supporter for our events that 

we have and do. Much of his knowledge and wisdom comes from his travels across the state, and the country. Most recently, 

he was the former Master of the State of California for the Knights of Columbus. And was honored at the Fourth Degree this 

past October. He still has much more to offer to the Knights of Columbus, along with our Council. 

 

This month’s Knight of the Month goes out to Gene Hays Sr. Thank you brother for all that you do. 

 

Grand Knight, 

Jacob Edward van Olphen 
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Brother Gene Hays, Sr. 
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Program Director’s Report 

Program Directors Report 

My Brothers and Sisters,  

It’s the wonderful month of November and the year has been steady and successful. Let’s continue the efforts and enjoy the 

company of our Catholic Organization that serves the community. It makes me proud to say that I am a member of Father 

Maguire Council # 3851 and look forward to continued success. Let’s keep it up! There are many activities coming up that we 

certainly want and need your help with.  

Here is a list of this month's events. 

''EVERY SUNDAY''- Mass @ St Christopher & Sacred Heart. Mass for Persons with Disabilities held at the Council in the 

lounge 10:00 AM 

''THURSDAY NIGHT BINGO'' - Held here at Council 3851 every Thursday night of EVERY MONTH, Come on down and 

enjoy the fun with others, Volunteers needed! No Bingo on Thanksgiving Day, November 22nd. 

“General Council Meeting” – Tuesday November 6th at 7:30 PM All Brothers are welcomed to attend. Participate in our 

monthly meeting to hear of all of our upcoming events, as well as what is new with our Council. 

“Officer’s Meeting/Columbus Club Meeting” -Tuesday November 20th at 7:30 PM All Officers and Board Members are re-

quired to attend to help coordinate and conduct the subjects for the following months. All other members are encouraged to 

attend and listen in. 

“Thanksgiving Boxes” Starting November 1st – Turning in November 8th & 15th 4:00 – 9:00 PM Our Council is teaming up 

with Faith Community Church to bring those less fortunate in our community a Thanksgiving Dinner. Boxes will be available 

to fill up with items as per the flyer in this Degree. Please bring what you can and with bringing the items listed and help a 

family in need.  

“Friday Night Steak Fry” – November 16th 6 – 8 PM in the Lounge at our Council. Every third Friday, starting June 15th. Rib 
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eye steak cooked to order, with a heaping serving of corn, a dinner roll, salad, and a baked potato. Deserts and coffee will be 

provided as well. Bring the family to enjoy a nice steak meal with. Hope to see all of you there. Volunteers will be needed for 

set up, clean up, and cooking. 

“Bunco” – November 18th  1:00 – 4:00 PM. The Ladies of Maguire are hosting this event. All the support from them and all of 

the efforts are greatly appreciated. $15 will get you food and entry for Bunco. Come on down and join the fun. All are wel-

come. 

“Monday Night Football” – November 5th, 12th, 19th and 26th. Doors open at 5:00 PM - Any Brother Knight whose team is 

playing on a Monday is welcomed to be the “Host” for the evening, providing a dish of their choosing for all to taste. Anyone 

can come, and can bring their own chairs for comfort. Snacks will be provided and a no-host bar will be open for business 

with Knight Prices for members 

“Sister Catherine’s Meals on Wheels” Sacred Heart Church– THANKSGIVING DAY- Thursday November 22nd 7:00 am – 

Come join us for this annual delivery to those less fortunate in our community with a Thanksgiving Meal.   

“Family Mass - St. Christopher’s Church “ Sunday November 25th - 12:00pm Mass – Come join us with your families to cele-

brate mass together and worship our Lord. 

“Homeless Shelter at Sacred Heart Church” December 3rd-  -7:00pm This wonderful tradition to reach out to the community 

to the homeless and serve a warm  meal has become a distinctive positive impact.  

Please don’t hesitate to contact me with any new ideas or modifications to what we are doing. My contact information is be-

low.  

Pray More . . . think less  

God Bless Us All, 
 
Andy M. Ruiz  
PGK, FDD  
(626) 862-1429 - Ruiz41@msn.com 

Program Directors Report - Continued from Page 4 
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The first Thanksgiving in America was a Catholic Mass 
 

And it happened 50 years before Plymouth! 
Philip Kosloski | Nov 22, 2016 
 
Did you know that the first “thanksgiving” meal in the United States was not celebrated by the Pilgrims in Plymouth, but by 
Spanish settlers, in what became Florida? And that first “Thanksgiving” was Eucharistic! 
 
Historian Dr. Michael Gannon narrates the events that took place on September 8, 1565. 
 
“When the first Spanish settlers landed in what is now St. Augustine on September 8, 1565, to build a settlement, their first 
act was to hold a religious service to thank God for the safe arrival of the Spanish fleet… After the Mass, Father Francisco 
Lopez, the Chaplin of the Spanish ships and the first pastor of St. Augustine, stipulated that the natives from the Timucua 
tribe be fed along with the Spanish settlers, including Don Pedro Menendez de Aviles, the leader of the expedition. It was the 
very first Thanksgiving and the first Thanksgiving meal in the United States.” 
 
The Spaniards, with food that they brought with them on the ship, prepared the communal meal. According to records, the 
meal would have consisted of salted pork, garbanzo beans, ship’s bread and red wine. 
 
This account of the first “thanksgiving” reflects what was found in Father Francisco’s memoirs. In it we read, “the feast day 
[was] observed . . . after Mass, ‘the Adelantado [Menendez] had the Indians fed and dined himself.’” 
 
The feast celebrated by the Spaniards was that of the Blessed Virgin Mary’s birthday, a day in the Church calendar that fol-
lows nine months after the feast of the Immaculate Conception of Mary on December 8 (which just happens to be the patron-
al feast of the United States of America). 
 
The meal “may have also included Caribbean foods that were probably collected when Menéndez stopped to regroup and 
resupply at San Juan Puerto Rico before continuing to Florida… If the Timucua contributed, it would likely have been with 
corn, fresh fish, berries, or beans.” 
 
Additionally, before the Mass was celebrated, “Father Francisco López, the fleet chaplain…came ashore ahead of Pedro 
Menéndez de Avilés, the leader of the founding expedition, and then went forward to meet Menéndez holding a cross… Men-
éndez came on land, knelt and kissed the cross.” 
 
This historical event reminds us that the Eucharist (from the Greek that literally means “thanksgiving”) is the primary way to 
offer thanks on Thanksgiving Day, followed by a meal shared in a spirit of fraternity. Let God be a central part of your holiday! 
As Americans this is our heritage, one that we hope to pass on to the next generation. 
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Louis A. Baca  

CA LIC. # OC87381 

14317 Tedemory Dr.,  

Whittier, CA 

email:   louis.baca@kofc.org 

phone: 562-696-2106 

cell:      562-453-8479 

 

Making a Difference for Life 
Knights of Columbus insurance has been "Making a Difference for Life" for more 

than 120 years. Since our founding in 1882, our primary mission has been to pro-

tect families against the financial ruin caused by the death of the breadwinner. 

Today we do this, and help families secure their financial futures, through our top-

rated portfolio of life insurance, long term care insurance and annuity products.  

Our Evolution 

 

When our organization began, in order to help each other, our members "passed 

the hat" to assist families of deceased members. Soon, however, this became 

impossible, as the number of our members grew. 

 

Out of this simple process, we've evolved into a modern, dynamic insurance or-

ganization, and offer a wide variety of products to suit virtually everyone's needs. 

 

Permanent Plans - Policy lasts as long as you live, premium stays the same. 

 

Term Plans - Policy ends at end of specified term: renewable or convertible. 

 

Annuities - Provides an income that is guaranteed for life. 

 

Long Term Care - Provides funds for long-term, out-of-hospital care.  

November Birthdays 
Brother Knights 
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November  
Anniversaries 

 
01st Toan T. Ngo 
03rd Christopher Jancan 
03rd John J. Mooers 
06th Richard Munoz 
06th Robert D. Sotelo 
08th J. Freddy Cuellar 
12th Andrew Carbajal 
12th Jose G. Gu errez 
13th John Joseph Santana 
17th Jose Ron Aguila 
19th Daniel Delgado 
20th James J. Lear 
22nd Rosalio R. Mar nez 
22nd Charles D. Nabarrete 
23rd Gerardo Carrizal 
23rd Gilbert R. Delgado 
26th John B. Fielding 
28th Juan R. Gonzalez Jr. 
29th Rene C. Peralta 
29th James C. Sullivan 
30th Timothy B. Ryan 

16th George G. & Roseanna Skalsky 
23rd Juan A. & Maria Aparcana 
30th John J. & Joanne Hughes 
30th John & Rhonda Livermon Wright 
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PLEASE PRAY FOR 
THE REPOSE OF THE 

SOULS OF OUR 
FAITHFUL  

DEPARTED BROTHERS 
AND FOR OUR  

DECEASED FAMILY  
AND FRIENDS 

 

Lest We Forget Them... 

2013 - 2018 
 

Jean Paul Poulin 

Vincent J. Licorni 

Randy Matlock 

Maurilio Gonzalez 

Ronald Curtis 

Claude Schnyder 

Louis Arevalo  

Steve Borish 

Robert Grueter 

Simon Martinez 

Rudy Tomeo 

Ted Wiggins  

Dorothea Lear, Wife of  

Brother Jim Lear  

Jesus Casas Ruelas 

Alice Cabeza 

Cecillo Trujillo 

Nick Vultaggio 

Saul Varela  

Please Pray for Our Sick &  
Distressed, Special Intensions 
Eternal Rest grant unto them O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them.  

May their souls and all the souls of the faithful departed through the mercy of God 

rest in peace. 

Amen 

 

MASS FOR PERSONS WITH 

PHYSICAL AND INTELLECTUAL 

DISABILITIES, THEIR FAMILIES, 

CAREGIVERS AND ALL 

KNIGHTS & LADIES 

Sick and Distressed  
 
Msgr. Lochne  
Steve and Althea Lange 
Gilbert Gonzales Family 
Crista Nelson 
Belen Delgado 
Jacob Nelson 
Rio Ruiz 
Barbra Simpson 
Anita Lange 
Alvin and Mildred Decuir 
Paul Burgos 
Consello Ochco 
Larry and Tina Dietz  
Marta Dietz 
Theresa Page 
Sierra Van Olphen and (Peyton Johanna) 
Barbara Hector 
 
 
All Fire Fighters  
Parishioners at our  Mass for Persons  
with Disabilities  
All of the members of  
Father Maguire Council 3851  
All Catholic Church Clergy 
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SACRED HEART CHURCH 

314 W. Workman St, Covina, CA  91723 

Phone: 626.332.3570  Website: www.sacredheart.cc 

Pastor ..................................... Rev. Bill Easterling ................... 626.332.3570 

Associate Pastors .................... Rev. Spencer Lewerenz ........... 626.332.3570 

 ............................................... Rev. James Kelly ...................... 626.332.3570 

Pastor Emeritus ...................... Msgr. Brian Cavanagh ............. 626.332.3570 

School Principal ...................... Ms. Claudia Tice ...................... 626.332.7222 

 
ST. CHRISTOPHER CHURCH 

629 S. Glendora Ave, West Covina, CA  91790 

Phone: 626.960.1805  Website: www.sccwestcovina.net 

Pastor ..................................... Rev. Joseph Dass ..................... 626.960.1805 

Associate Pastor ..................... Rev. Huy Nhat Nguyen ............ 626.960.1805 

School Principal ...................... Ms. Olivia Carrillo .................... 626.960.3079 

 

SUPREME COUNCIL 

One Columbus Plaza, New Haven, CT  06510 

Phone: 203.752.4000  Website: www.kofc.org 

Field Agent Louis A. Baca, FIC  562.696.2106 
Insurance Customer Service  800.380.9995 

 

CALIFORNIA STATE COUNCIL 

15808 Arrow Blvd, Suite A, Fontana, CA  92335 

Phone: 909.434.0460  Website: www.californiaknights.org 

State Deputy ........................... Joseph Salaiz ........................... 909.434.0460 

State Chaplain ........................ Msgr. Gerard Lopez ................. 909.434.0460 

State Secretary ....................... Dave Abbott ............................ 909.434.0460 

State Treasurer ....................... Steve Bolton ............................ 909.434.0460 

State Advocate ....................... Noel Panlilio ............................ 909.434.0460 

State Warden ......................... Rene Trevino ........................... 909.434.0460 

Immediate PSD ....................... Sonny Santa Ines ..................... 909.434.0460 

District Deputy ....................... David Medrano ....................... 909.664.4659 

 
SAN GABRIEL VALLEY CHAPTER 

www.kofc-sgvchapter.org 

Meets Third Friday of each Month Father Maguire Council Chamber 

President ................................ Joe Corona .............................. 626.656.3282 

Chaplain.................................. Rev. Bill Easterling ................... 626.332.3570 

Vice President ......................... Tony Ty ................................... 626.374.1769 

Secretary ................................ Peter Parga  ............................ 626.484.4585 

Treasurer ................................ Tom Quintana ......................... 626.230.1370 

Marshall ................................. David Silva ............................... 000.000.0000 

Advocate ................................ Dale Pittman ........................... 000.000.0000 

 

Fr. Maguire Chapter Representatives and Alternatives: 

Reps: James Hathaway (GK), Alan Douglas, Gilbert Gonzalez 

Alt: John Hasha, Gene Hays, Jr., Larry Dietz 

 

FOURTH DEGREE - SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA DISTRICT 

Website: www.socalfourthdegree.org 

District Master ........................ Gene Hays, Sr. ......................... 626.354.4297 

 

CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS ASSEMBLY #2482 

Meets First Monday at Frank C. Myers Council—Glendora 

Faithful Navigator ................... Vincent Delazzaro ................... 626.922.7585 

 

COLUMBIAN YEAR 2017-2018 -  COUNCIL OFFICERS 

Grand Knight ........................... Jacob Van Olphen. .................. 626.383.0692 

Chaplain .................................. Rev. Paul Ewers ...................... 626.339.1914                 

Deputy Grand Knight............... Joe Serrano ............................. 626.324.0046 

Chancellor ............................... Larry Dietz .............................. 714.909.6711 

Warden ................................... Tony Landry  ........................... 909.964.4385 

Recorder ................................. Andy M. Ruiz  .......................... 626.862.1429  

Treasurer................................. Jay Gonzalez ........................... 626.917.6505 

Financial Secretary .................. Stephen Lange ........................ 626.422.5171 

Inside Guard ............................ Calvin Matranga ..................... 626.347.6071 

Outside Guard ......................... Lawrence Calimlim  ................ 000.000.0000 

Trustee, One Year ................... Ed Van Olphen ........................ 626.590.1797 

Trustee, Two Years .................. Harvey E. Simpson .................. 626.590.1905 

Trustee, Three Years ............... James Hathaway  .................... 626.523.8988 

Advocate ................................. Gene Hays Sr .......................... 626.354.4297 

Lecturer ................................... Richard Delgado ..................... 626.833.8575 

District Deputy - #107 ............. Bill Ruiz ................................... 626.000.0000 

 

SERVICE PROGRAM DIRECTORY 

Program Director .................... Jacob Van Olphen  .................. 626.383.0692  

Membership Director .............. Larry Dietz .............................. 626.824.4650 

Recruitment Chairman ............ Ernie Clark  ............................. 626.715.5349 

Recruitment/Retention ........... Ernie Clark/Andy Ruiz/Larry Dietz 

Council Director ...................... Larry Dietz .............................. 714.909.6711 

Church Dir, St Chris ................. Andy M. Ruiz  .......................... 626.862.1429 

Church Dir, Sac Heart .............. John Peterson ......................... 626.814.9915 

Parochial Schools Chm ............ Ernie Clark .............................. 626.960.1529 

Community Director ............... Ernie Clark .............................. 626.960.1529 

Youth Director ......................... Gene Hays Jr  .......................... 626.373.6747 

Family Director ........................ Larry Dietz .............................. 714.909.6711 

Vocations ................................ Andy M. Ruiz  .......................... 626.862.1429 

I/D Drive Chairman ................. James Hathaway  .................... 626.523.8988 

Bingo Chairman ....................... Tony Landry ............................ 909.964.4385 

Snack Bar Chairman ................ Jacob Van Olphen ................... 626.383.0692 

e-Communications .................. Stephen Lange ........................ 626.422.5171 

Pro-Life Chairman ................... Tom Masterson ...................... 626.388.8881 

Newsletter Editor .................... Victor Varela ........................... 909.313.5979 

Webmaster kofc3851.org ....... Victor Varela ........................... 909.313.5979  

 

FR. MAGUIRE COLUMBUS CLUB, INC. - Board of Directors 

 
President (GK) ......................... Ed Van Olphen ........................ 626.590.1797 

Vice President (2019) .............. Larry Dietz .............................. 714.909.6711 

Secretary (2017) ...................... Andy M. Ruiz .......................... 626.862.1429 

Treasurer (2017) ..................... Steve Lange ............................ 626.422.5171 

Director (IPGK) ........................ Ed Van Olphen ........................ 626.590.1797 

Director (2017) ........................ Harvey Simpson ...................... 909.590.1095 

Director (2018) ........................ Alan Douglas ........................... 562.335.2840 

Director (2018) ........................ Calvin Matranga ..................... 626.347.6071 

Director (2018) ........................ Richard Ruelas ........................ 626.201.5756 

Director (2019) ........................ Richard Delgado ..................... 626.833.8575 

Director (2019) ........................ Gilbert Gonzales .....................  

 



15       www.kofc3851.org                                                                 The Degree 



16  

In Solidarity 

With Our 

Priests 

Mark Your Calendars... 
Mass for Persons with Disabilities - Every Sunday 10am at Fr. Maguire Hall 

11/06/2018 - 7:30pm General Business Meeting 

11/06/2018 - 12pm  Rosary Rally 

11/20/2018 - 7:30pm Officers Meeting, Columbus Club Meeting 

11/25/2018 - 12pm Family Mass - St. Christopher's Church  

Steak Fry Fridays are BACK!  11/16/18 @ 6pm in the Lounge at our Council 
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A monthly publication of the  

Father Maguire Council #3851 

4315 N. Vincent Ave, Covina, CA 91722 

Phone: 626.960.6990   -   Website: kofc3851.org 

 

Deadline for all material is the 20th of the preceding month. The Degree is sent 

the last week of the month via email.  It is sent to the email address on record with 

the Financial Secretary.  Paper copies may be obtained at the Council Hall or by 

contacting the Financial Secretary.   Readers are encouraged to submit com-

ments, story ideas, news items, letters and articles. Other councils are invited to 

submit information on their upcoming events. Permission to reprint in other 

Knights of Columbus bulletins is granted, provided credit is given to this bulletin 

for original material. 

 

 

Victor Varela, Editor 

v.varela@kofc3851.org  
DOUBLE STAR COUNCIL 

2008 & 2010 

   THE DEGREE 

Every Thursday  

MASS FOR PERSONS WITH 

DISABILITIES 

EVERY SUNDAY 10:00 A.M. 

AT FR. MAGUIRE 

No BINGO on Thursday, November 22nd, Thanksgiving Day 


